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The procedure adopted by both societies is that
of deputing a member to carry out the murder. In
both cases the human Leopard, or the human
Alligator, having tracked down the person it had
been decided to kill, falls upon him and, with sharp
iron claws specially prepared, tears the vitals out of
the victim.
This, then, is the country and these are the
people amongst whom obtained, so far as the Pro-
tectorate is concerned, until 1938, a system of
domestic slavery involving over 200,000 people.
The British Government, in its attempt at aboli-
tion, was confronted with three great difficulties.
In th& first place, the system of slavery was deeply
embedded in the customs of the peoples of the
Protectorate. In the second place, the power and
wealth of the chiefs depended on the number of
slaves they owned. Thirdly, there was no public
opinion ready and willing to undertake the task of
exposure and to demand reform. Sir Ransford
Slater drew pointed attention to this latter feature
when writing to the Colonial Secretary, Mr. J. H.
Thomas, in June 1924 ; he showed that there was
no native opinion against slavery, whilst even the
churches were silent upon the matter. He enclosed
a copy of the local paper, which expressed the hope
that upon this question of slavery, Government
officials would not be actuated with too much zeal
in taking active measures without fuller knowledge
of such a domestic and intricate problem ; and with